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ANSWERS  from  textile  specialists  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


A  tent  from  a  counterpane.    Sounds  like  a  child's  game,  doesn't  it?  Some- 
thing you  used  to  play  when  your  mother  kept  you  in  bed  to  get  over  a  cold.  And 
you'd  "make  believe"  you  were  far  away  from  home  on  a  great  adventure. 

A  tent  from  a  counterpane  is  no  "make  believe"  today.    It's  no  child's  game. 
It's  deadly  serious  business. 

Because  our  men  at  the  front  so  urgently  need  tents  and  other  cotton  goods 
made  from  coarse  yarns,  the  War  Production  Board  has  recently  directed  that  all 
coarse  cotton  yarns  must  now  go  to  make  tentage  fabrics  and  other  materials 
needed  by  our  fighting  forces. 

This  means  that  manufacturers  will  not  be  able  to  make  counterpanes  or  dra- 
pery and  upholstery  materials  they  usually  make  from  these  coarse  cotton  yarns. 

The  cotton  "freeze"  went  into  effect  January  15  to  continue  until  March  31. 
But  WPB  makes  no  promise  the  "freeze"  will  be  let  up  on  March  31.  Manufacturers 
will  keep  on  making  tentage  fabrics  until  our  fighting  forces  have  the  supply 
they  need. 

This  brings  us  up  to  the  questions  in  the  homemakers'  question  box  today.  In 
this  letter,  the  homemaker  says,  "I  want  to  make  my  slip  covers  and  draperies  last 
for  the  duration  but  they're  so  faded  and  torn  and  the  slip  covers  on  the  chair 
and  sofa  cushions  are  so  stretched  and  out -of -shape  that  I  sometimes  think  my 
living  room  would  look  better  if  I  took  them  out."    Then  she  asks  if  there's  any 
way  to  rehabilitate  slip  covers  and  draperies. 
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Textile  specialists  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  say  that 
you  can  put  longer  life  into  these  household  fabrics .    Here's  what  they  suggest: 

Redye  the  faded  draperies  and  slip  covers  .    This  is  not  a  difficult  job .  It 
just  takes  time  and  patience. 

Pick  out  colors  that  will  look  well  together  and  fit  into  the  room.    'When  you 
select  your  color ,  keep  in  mind  the  color  that's  already  in  the  material.  It's 
always  easier  to  dye  goods  a.  deeper  shade,  you  know,  than  it  is  to  change  to  a  new 
color . 

If  your  material  is  a  striped  or  a  floral  pattern  with  many  colors  in  it,  or 
if  it's  badly  streaked  and  faded,  you'll  need  to  remove  the  color  before  you  dye 
the  goods.    That's  to  be  sure  the  goods  will  take  the  dye  evenly. 

You  can  get  commercial  household  dyes  in  different  forms.... in  powder,  liquid 
or  cake  form.    Be  sure  you  get  the  right  kind  of  dye  for  your  material.    Then  follow 
the  directions  and  you'll  be  able  to  redye  the  coarse,  cotton  fabrics  with  success. 

If  you  don't  want  to  redye  your  faded  draperies,  you  may  be  able  to  hide  the 
faded  parts  by  turning  the  draperies.    By  that,  I  mean  putting  the  bottom  of  the 
drapery  at  the  top  of  the  window.    It's  likely  you'll  find  the  draperies  at  the 
windows  oh  the  shady  side  of  the  house  haven't  faded  so  much.     It  may  give  better 
effect  if  you'll  put  these  less  faded  draperies  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  room. 

Now  as  to  the  slip  covers  of  your  sofa  and  chair  cushions  that  have  stretched. 
What  probably  happened  is  that  the  person  who  made  them  allowed  for  shrinkage  and 
then  the  covers  didn't  shrink. 

Best  thing  to  do  is  to  take  up  the  slack  in  those  cushion  covers.    All  you'll 
need  to  do  is  rip  out  two  seams.... one  at  the  side  and  one  at  the  end.    Then  trim 
off  the  extra  material  until  the  cover  fit 3  the  cushion  and  seam  up  again. 


Here's  another  question  about  using  worn  cotton  household  goods.    A  homemaker 
asks,  "Is  there  anyway  I  can  keep  on  using  my  old  tablecloths?    They're  worn 
threadbare  in  spots  and  they're  stained  but  I  hate  to  put  them  in  the  rag  bag  if  I 
can  still  use  them." 

The  textile  specialists  say  the  best  use  you  can  make  of  these  old  table 
cloths  is  to  make  place  mats.    Since  they're  stained,  why  don't  you  dye  them 
bright,  gay  colors  that'll  add  decoration  to  your  table.     It  will  also  mean  that 
you  don't  have  to  spend  any  time  putting  on  fancy  decorations.    The  material  isn't 
worth  that . 

So  just  cut  the  cloth  up  into  place  mats.    Hem  them.    Pop  them  in  dye  baths. 
And  you  have  place  mats  for  your  dining  table  that  are  pretty.    They're  easy  to 
wash  and  iron.    And  in  this  way,  you  give  longer  life  to  your  old  tablecloths. 
You  can  make  them  do  for  the  duration. 


